1. Introduction 


1.1 General Information 

The Karo/Rawa language is a Papuan Language in the Gusap/Mot language family, 
located on both the northern and southern slopes of the Finnisterre Mountains in the 
Madang Province of Papua New Guinea. The Ravva speakers are located on the 
Ramu Valley side of the Finisterres. Their villages vary from 3,500 feet to 7,000 feet in 
elevation; and the Karo speakers are located on the Rai Coast side of the range. Their 
villages range from sea level on the coast up to 5,000 feet in elevation. Ther^ are 
approximately 6000 Ravi/^a speakers and 4000 Karo speakers in this language group. 
The Karo dialect is approximately 97% cognate with the Rawa dialecL 

This data has been collected (from Nov 1973— July 1988) mostly from personal 
compilation of text materials; concordances; writers' workshops of native authored 
stories; elicited data from headmen and our translation team; and from texts procured 
with the tape recorder. 

For this grammar paper, over 45 different texts have been examined. These texts 
include first and third person accounts of true experience stories, legends, origin 
stories, procedural texts, hortative texts, prayer discourse, descriptive texts, letters of 
correspondence, both autobiographical and biographical texts, as well as recent 
history texts. In procuring these texts, careful attention was made to include all kinds 
of people: young/old, literate/nonliterate, male/female, people from the Rawa I and II 
areas and from the Karo dialect as well. 

For the first edition of our Grammar Essentials (May 30 — ^June 24, 1977), our main 
language helper was Yunu Megu, from Tauta Village. Our technical consultants 
were Peter Siltzer, from the SIL Irian Jaya Branch; and Dr Robert Litteral and June 
Head, from the SIL Papua New Guinea Branch. For the Reference Grammar done in 
1988, Dr Elaine M. Good from the SIL Pacific Area was our technical consultant. 

In the vernacular text examples included in this paper, / means clause breaks and // 
means sentence breaks. 
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